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Cover Sheet for AAH 334:  Art and Gender in the Italian Renaissance 

 

This course will fulfill the requirement for a 300-level course in the Art History major or 
minor and fulfill the Liberal Learning requirement for Literary, Visual, and Performing Arts and 
for Behavioral, Social or Cultural Perspectives:  Gender Attribute for any student. 
 
I. Learning goals 

In conformity with the goals of the Liberal Learning program, students in the course 
will: 

• be able to demonstrate fundamental dispositions and abilities to engage in academic 
discourse, including analytic and integrative skills, and the ability to formulate, 
defend, and communicate their own points of view 

• be able to demonstrate well-developed, confident identities as good writers who can 
communicate clearly and effectively to an array of audiences for a range of purposes 

• be able to demonstrate well-developed, confident identities as good speakers who 
can communicate clearly and effectively to an array of audiences for a range of 
purposes 

• understand how the visual arts reflect and inspire the richness of human expression, 
and how artistic expression conveys meaning 

• be able to explain the many purposes for which art is created and the multiple 
contexts in which it acquires meaning and value 

• understand the concept and construction of gender in a historically and culturally 
critical period 

 

Liberal Learning goals:  Gender attribute 

In conformity with the goals and outcomes prescribed for the Gender attribute, 
students in the course will understand the concept and construction of gender in a 
historically and culturally critical period, specifically: 

• by studying the concept and construction of gender in the Italian Renaissance 
students will acquire an important historical context for the understanding of gender 
in modern communities 

• students will learn how gender and sexuality shaped daily lives in the past, providing 
perspective on its function in modern communities.  They will understand how 
gender is a central category of analysis that informs our interpretation of human 
experience, in the past and today 

• students will learn how gender was socially constructed in a formative period of 
history.  By reading primary sources and acquiring skills in the analysis of visual 
culture they will understand the ways in which the arts, public and private spaces, 
family, education, labor, religion, and government are shaped by gendered 
constructs   

• students will be able to explain how gender intersects with other constructed 
patterns of privilege and oppression in society, such as class, sexual exploitation, and 
the distribution of wealth, power, and influence 
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• by reading scholarly research on a wide variety of topics in Renaissance gender 
studies students will develop skills in the application of gender research and theory 
that will be applicable to problems in the contemporary world. 
 

II.   Student assessment 

The focus will be both on the acquisition of knowledge and the application of visual 
analysis, critical thinking, and writing skills. There will be two papers.  In addition, 
students will be required to keep a journal of work done in and for each class.  The short 
museum paper (Museum Object Analysis) will sharpen students’ skill in formal analysis and 
also consideration of the object chosen in its chronological and theoretical context. The 
long Research Paper will sharpen skills in scholarly investigation, visual analysis, critical 
thinking, and writing. 

 

III.  Learning activities 

Students will be performing the following activities:  

1. Leading discuss ions o f  readings :  two students will be chosen to lead discussion of 
each week’s reading assignments.  The remaining students must send questions about 
the readings to the discussion-leaders in advance. 

 
2. Writing art i c l e  responses (continuing throughout the term):  These short papers 

(about 2 pages each) will become part of the student’s Journal.  They are designed to 
require students to exercise their critical thinking and writing skills.  The art i c l e  
response  also provides an opportunity for students to air questions and critiques of 
the challenging material assigned, which will encourage free discussion in the 
classroom.   
 

3. Writing a Museum Objec t  Analys is : This assignment requires students to exercise 
their skills in visual analysis in a short (3-4-page) paper. Students will be asked to 
choose, study, and analyze a work of art in a local collection or museum and discuss 
its style and composition in terms of line, color/light, texture, shape/volume, space, 
focal point/emphasis, scale, proportion, balance, and expressive intent. In addition 
they will be asked to consider the work in the context of the concept and 
construction of gender in Renaissance Italy.  The Museum Objec t  Analys is  will be 
evaluated on the perceptivity of the formal analysis, on the writer’s engagement with 
relevant theoretical and contextual issues, and on the clarity and correctness of the 
writing and organization. 

 
4. Writing a Research Paper :    Students will work in pairs to design and prepare a 

catalog for a virtual exhibit on “Art and Gender in the Italian Renaissance.” In the 
preparation of thematic essays and catalog entries students will be required to find 
and use sources available in the TCNJ Library, through Interlibrary Loan, and in 
online databases, the necessary tools of academic research.  They will prepare a 
detailed outline and bibliography; submit rough drafts at stated intervals; consult 
with me about the progress of their research and writing; and submit a final, 
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illustrated paper adhering to the standards of proper academic writing.  Papers will 
be evaluated for clarity, organization, thoroughness, originality, and correct writing 
(grammar, spelling, punctuation).  The Research Paper  will require students to utilize 
their skills in collecting, analyzing, and organizing scholarly sources in order to 
develop an in-depth discussion of the topic and to make persuasive inferences and 
arguments about it, reflecting the student’s own point of view and interpretation of 
the subject. 

 
5. Making an Oral Presentat ion:   Students will make a 15-minute illustrated 

presentation of their research in class during the last two weeks of the term.  Reports 
will be evaluated (grades of E, S, and U) by the students themselves on the basis of 
organization, thoroughness, clarity, interest, and delivery.  The Oral Presentation 
will require the student to distill the results of a semester-long research project into a 
brief report and will provide experience in speaking confidently before an audience.  
These skills will be of particular value for students who will be required to make oral 
presentations as part of the Senior Capstone experience.  

6. Part i c ipat ion :  Participation and attention at all classes are required. Students will be 
assigned to lead class discussions of the readings, preparing questions in advance that 
will highlight important issues in the readings as well as providing the opportunity to 
air and invite concerns about difficulties encountered.  In addition, students are 
expected to participate actively in class discussions, whether led by myself or other 
students.  The basis of evaluation for participation is overall contribution to the 
course. While strict records of student comments in class will not be kept, students 
are expected to contribute meaningfully to the course as a whole. Failure to do so 
will result in a failing grade for participation. Meager contribution will result in a 
mediocre grade. Excellent contribution will be rewarded with an excellent grade. 
Quality of contribution, however, is more important than quantity, and individual 
students need not contribute extensively to every single class meeting or event. 

 

 

 


